
Santa Susana High School
3570 Cochran St.

Simi Valley, CA. 93065

CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT PLAN

COURSE: Tap I/II

TEACHER: Mrs. Burleigh

COURSE DESCRIPTION TAP I: This course aims to introduce the fundamentals of tap dance

including basic steps, tap technique, musicality, history and vocabulary and style development.

Students will learn rhythms, timing, and leg/foot coordination done to various types of music.

Exercises focus on building flexibility of the knee and ankles, coordination, and speed of

movement. The class emphasis is on developing proper tap technique, and producing clear tap

sounds. As well as the basic compositional elements of tap and principles of choreography.

Knowledge gained from exploring rhythm, rhythmic structures, style and technique leads to an

understanding and appreciation of tap as an art form.

COURSE DESCRIPTION TAP II: This course expands on tap dancing techniques introducing

irregular and syncopated rhythms. It emphasizes necessary skills to further the development of

motor coordination, tap techniques, intermediate to advanced levels of choreography and more

advanced rhythm structures. It promotes freedom of creative expression and further expands

historical awareness.

COURSE OBJECTIVE: Students will be able to:

● Perform tap dance exercises to enable the student to master the coordination of feet,

legs, arms, and head.

● Recognize and understand basic tap terminology, vocabulary, tap history and

background.

● Demonstrate a clear understanding of the proper alignment and technical elements

necessary for safe and effective execution of movement.

● Demonstrates ability to memorize combinations.

● Demonstrate the ability to incorporate musicality and performance qualities in

movements.

● Improve strength, flexibility, and physical stamina.

● Evaluate the dynamics of performance energy with an understanding of how that

transfers to their own performance.

Utilize critical thinking skills to reflect on live dance performances.

Perform a piece of student choreography for an audience (classroom or stage) as part of



a classroom assignment and for a grade.

Develop an understanding of the many career pathway opportunities available, through

the use of media, handouts, and discussion.

GRADING PROCEDURE:

Grading is cumulative over the course of the semester and is based on several criteria. Students

will be graded on daily participation (attendance, attitude, effort, and progress), tests and

quizzes, assignments (in class and homework), projects and papers, participation in the end of

semester concerts, and the student-choreographed final with notebook submission.

Participation is a significant portion of the overall grade and counts as 60% of each quarter

grade. Students are required to participate in the end of year concert (whether dancing or

assisting) and failure to participate will result in a 10% lowering of the final second semester

grade. All excused absences, excused tardies, and excused non-dresses/non-participation MUST

be made up in order to preserve the attendance portion of the participation grade.

PLEASE NOTE: Unexcused absences, tardies and truancies CANNOT be made up.

Participation (attendance, attitude, effort, and progress)… 60%
Tests and quizzes… 20%
Projects and papers/class assignments/homework… 20%

100%

HOMEWORK/ATTENDANCE/PARTICIPATION:
● All homework, papers, and projects are to be turned in or performance ready by the due

date assigned.
● Students may turn in assigned work by the end of the day and still receive credit.
● Extensions may be given; however, the final due date is the last day of the course. Note:

Choreographed projects will not be accepted late as they are utilized for performances
and final assessments.

● Class time missed due to school business may be made-up; however, other absences,
tardies, and truancies may not. Make-up work will be reflected in the grade for the
reporting period in which it’s turned in. Make- up work is only accepted one week from
absence.

● Time outside of class for the Student Choreography Project is not required; however,
students may feel that it is necessary to put in extra hours in order to submit clean work.

● All students are required to view a dance performance each semester and write a
critique. Selection of this performance should happen within two weeks after the
assignment is given. I WILL HAVE A LIST OF MANY PERFORMANCES FOR STUDENTS TO
CHOOSE FROM POSTED IN THE STUDIO. HOWEVER, THIS IS NOT A COMPREHENSIVE
LIST AND IT IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO FIND ONE! There are performances
available in larger theaters as well as small local ones, and in all price ranges, including



some that are free. One option is to view the Level Two Dance Concert, which takes
place during the second semester (note: if you are performing in the show, you will be
able to write a paper on your experience). Choose one that is right for your
circumstances! ***Pending safety restrictions and current guidelines, if a live
performance is not possible, an alternative option will be presented by Mrs. Burleigh.

ATTITUDE:  You will be expected to work to your potential by participating to the best of your
ability each day.

PARTICIPATION: You will be expected to enter class with a desire to learn and use the time

before class or any free time during class to increase flexibility by stretching.  In class, your body

will always be working. Sitting and resting the body occurs outside of class.

Students are expected to participate in class every day and receive 25 points for the weekly

participation grade depending on the number of interactions during that week.

Participation Points: 5 points a day. Note: Double points for block days. Students may lose

points the following ways:

Absent = -5 (can be made up if you have a doctor’s note)
Tardy = -1
Non-Suit/Failure to dress = -4
Eating food/chewing gum = -4 (after a warning)
Effort/Participation= -4 (depending on effort given)

Our department does not accept parent notes for non-participation. If there is an injury that

requires non-participation, the student will be required to submit a doctor’s note to sit out

during class time, and a medical release to resume activity. If you do not have a doctor’s note

but it is obvious to me that you truly need to modify your activity, I will make sure that you are

taken care of (no jumping, etc.).

● Students who sit out for the day will be required to turn in 3 pages of class observations

written in class that day.

● Students must participate, either by dancing or assisting, in the end of the semester

performances. A failure to do so will result in a 10% loss in their final grade. Note: If the

student’s attendance becomes an issue (more than 10 days based on a return to a

normal schedule) during the course of the semester, the teacher may remove the

student from the performance and provide an alternative assignment for the concert.

 
 



Grade Expectations

(A) Excellent: Student cares about his or her performance as well as that of fellow

classmates.  Demonstrates this by helping others, showing encouragement,

cooperation, concern, and extending inclusion to any classmate.  Not only

willing to participate in activities, but will volunteer to demonstrate new

activities with the instructor.  This student is excited about the subject matter

and shows initiative in leading the class in displaying that excitement by

offering encouragement to classmates in a positive manner.

(B) Good: This student can complete tasks without the supervision of the

instructor, will seek help from fellow classmates or the instructor on his/her

own, and will follow along with positive actions and excitement displayed by

class leaders.

(C) Average: This student will actively participate in class activities, is willing to try

new movements without complaining, and tries hard to improve those

movements.

(D) Below Average: This student will not interfere with the progress of fellow

classmates but does not participate consistently in activities and may focus on

chatting with friends instead of staying on task.

(F) Unacceptable: This student talks while the instructor is giving directions, does

not set up or put equipment away, chats instead of participating in activities,

and influences other classmates by encouraging the same poor behavior.  This

student may laugh at other students instead of showing positive

encouragement.

CONSEQUENCES: Infractions of school rules or class expectations will be dealt with as follows:

Follow instructions the first time they are given

● First: verbal warning

● Second: student/teacher conference and possible phone call home

● Third: phone call home and possible office referral

● Fourth: office referral requesting a two-day suspension

EXTRA CREDIT POLICY: Extra credit work may be possible in certain situations. If you feel it is

necessary or you have the desire, please schedule time to discuss the matter with me.



CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE AND STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES:

● Please arrive to class on time. Latecomers are distracting and risk injury from not being

warmed up. Do what you need to do before class. Do not exit class without the teacher's

permission.

● Dress appropriately for each class, each day according to the dress code. It  is

recommended to keep an extra pair of sweats in your locker for emergency situations

No cell phone/IPad/IPod use in class.  Phone must be turned off and in locker room or

phone holder in room (unless requested to bring to class).

● Respect others’ space. Show courtesy to fellow dancers by observing personal space, not

crowding, not walking in front of those still dancing, not stopping in the middle of

traveling combinations. (Unkind teasing and impolite behavior are unacceptable and will

not be tolerated.)

● Respect the school’s property and the property of others. Keep studio and dressing areas

clean, free of your papers and trash.

● You will be given a locker in the dressing room. Keep it locked at all times so your

belongings will be safe. Unfortunately, theft does occasionally occur so please keep all

valuables locked in your locker!

● Please refrain from talking during class and demonstrations, but please don’t hesitate to

ask questions!

● No gum, food, or drinks (other than water) will be allowed in the studio.

● Follow all school rules while on campus.

● Maintain a positive attitude. Be patient, kind, courteous, and helpful to others in class.

DISRESPECT TO THE TEACHER OR OTHER STUDENTS WILL NOT BE TOLERATED.

In all classrooms at Santa Susana there will be:

 NO eating

NO headphones (unless used for classroom assignment)

 NO cell phones (unless used for classroom assignment)

 NO hoodies on your head

 NO sunglasses on during class

NO sleeping or heads down during class

 
 
 



TAP DRESS CODE: The dress code must be followed so instructors can see your placement,

alignment, and body position and to ensure ease of movement.

● Hair back off of face in bun/twist/clip/ponytail (headband/hair clips if hair is short)... PLEASE

BRING YOUR OWN SUPPLIES!

●  Black Top (must be school appropriate and be mostly black, no logos

●  Black Bottoms (black tights, leggings, or slim fitted jazz pants. NO BAGGY SWEATS or booty

shorts)

●  Tan tights (optional)

●  Black Tap shoes (Split or Full Sole. NO SHINY SHOES)

●  Leg warmers, extra clothing is OK if appropriate to weather provided, if they are neat,  leave

lines unobstructed, and don’t hamper movement.

Boys

●  Black Top (must be school appropriate and be mostly black, no logos)

●  Black Jazz pants, fitted sweats, or Basketball Shorts.

●  Black Tap shoes (Split or Full Sole. NO SHINY SHOES)

WHERE TO PURCHASE:

There are no longer dancewear shops in Simi. Below is the info for the closest shop, where you

will receive 10% off as a Santa Susana dancer! No coupon necessary, just let them know.

You may utilize the in person or online option to purchase dance shoes. If you have never worn

tap shoes before, I suggest going into the store to be fitted properly. If you do not feel

comfortable, please utilize the online option and search for shoes in your size. Fitting is crucial.

Discount Dance:

www.discountdance.com.

(please enter this code at checkout enter “TP38056,” as it allows me to collect points to use for

costumes, extra tap shoes etc)

Tap shoes link:

https://www.discountdance.com/dancewear/style_443B.html?pid=25511&Shop=Style&&skey=

capezio& search=true&SortOrder=N&rfilter=Category%23Shoes&SID=1574463652

http://www.discountdance.com
https://www.discountdance.com/dancewear/style_443B.html?pid=25511&Shop=Style&&skey=capezio&
https://www.discountdance.com/dancewear/style_443B.html?pid=25511&Shop=Style&&skey=capezio&


Click on “Dance Teacher Program” near the upper right corner.  On the left side, under

“Customer Service” click on “4 teachers.” On the left side, look for the box labeled “Students,

know your Teacher's ID? Enter it here,” enter “TP38056,”and click on “Find Teacher.”  Angelina

Burleigh

click “Buy Now” on the item you want and follow the instructions for check out.  (Review Dress

Requirement Handout for choices.)  By ordering the items this way you will receive a 10%

discount on your first order.

Dancer’s Wearhouse

5853 Kanan Rd. Agoura Hills 818-707-1425

Please reach out to me with any questions. Angelina.burleigh@simivalleyusd.org


